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D   S  A  I

Materials:  recording sheet

 dice (5 for grade 5 and 6 for grade 6)

 dice mats (for those who wish to use it or to differentiate)

spinner (add/subtract)

 Place Value rounding dice (1)

1) Spin the spinner, using a paperclip and pencil, once to choose the computation that 
both partners will be doing.

2) Partner 1 rolls the appropriate number of dice, creates the largest number possible 
and records it in their chart.

3) Partner 2 rolls the appropriate number of dice and creates the largest number 
possible and records it in their chart.

4) Each partner does this two times.
5) Each partner then needs to round their numbers to the nearest 10 000 and 

complete the computations. 

Adaptations/Differentiation:  

*Turn it into a game by allocating one point to the person with the highest or lowest 
sum/difference.

*Give the students a choice of  working with whole numbers, decimal numbers, or both.

*Make the numbers more random by having students roll 1 die 5 or 6 times (according to 
grade) and record the digits in rolled order to create their numbers.

*Use a place value cube to determine where the students round too.



Student Recording Sheet Name: ________________

Round Operation(
spin)

First Roll Second Roll Estimate the Sum or 
Difference (show your 

thinking) 

Example add 64 421 32 211 64 000 + 32 000 = 96 000

1

2

3

4
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Place Value Mats: Whole Numbers (Grade 5)

Place Value Mats: Decimal Numbers (Grade 5)



Place Value Mats: Decimal Numbers

Place Value Mats: Whole Numbers (Grade 6)
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Rounding War!
Object: To practice/demonstrate the ability to round large numbers.
Materials:  a deck of cards per student, mini whiteboard/scrap paper

Instructions:
1) Have students remove Kings, Queens, Jacks and Jokers (could leave Jokers in 

to use as zeros)
2) Students decide if points are accumulated based on lowest or highest 

number or they can alternate each round.
3) Each partner deals their remaining deck into 5 piles. (See photo below)
4) Each partner flips over a card from each pile to create a 5 digit number.
5) Partners read their numbers and then round the number to the nearest 10 

000.  
6) The partner who wins the round keeps their rounded number as their score.
7) Both partners remove the turned over cards and pile them in their own 

discard pile and deal a new set of cards.  When the piles get low students 
should shuffle the discard pile and re-deal the deck.

Adaptations:
* Have students roll a place value die (can make these using small wooden cubes 
from a dollar store) to determine how to round. (Marked 10,000, 10, 000, 1000., 
1000, 100, 10)
* Use a piece of paper to make a decimal and insert it where desired.  Then have 
students use a die labelled accordingly. (10, 100. 1, 0.01 etc.)
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2. How does rounding numbers help you make 

accurate estimations? 
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Uniforms for Sale!
Next September you will be headed off to high school!  If you go to Notre Dame you will 
need to purchase a uniform.  Attached is an actual flyer for uniforms and special rates for 
multi-purchase items.
  Your task is to estimate the approximate cost of 2 different outfits (i.e. pants and short 
sleeve golf shirt) that you would wear to school. Compare the cost of each outfit at 
regular cost to the sale cost.





Uniforms for Sale!

Outfit Items Estimated 
Regular Cost

Estimated Sale 
Cost Savings

EXAMPLE *Long sleeve shirt
*Kilt

30.00 + $84.00 = $114 $67.00 + $24 
=$91.00

$114 - $91 = 
$23.00

1

2

3

Work Space!

Can you 
get a 
deal?!



Ticket Out the Door - Learning Experience 2
Round the amount in the middle in the 4 ways indicated. 

$1 $10

$0.10                $1 000
$3 807.15

You decide to purchase five magazines that cost $1.95 each. When you go to buy them 
the cost is $12.25. Is that right? Use estimation to prove your thinking

Solve:
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Minds On Learning Experience 4 
Which one doesn’t belong?

0.25





Name: 
--------

Exit Task Learning Experience 4 

Write a fraction for the two "?" on the number line below. Explaining your thinking using your connections to 
benchmark fractions. 

. . 

1 2 

Explain your thinking. 



Exit Task Learning Experience 4

Write a fraction for the two “?” on the number line below.  Explain your thinking using your connections to 
benchmark fractions.

Name:__________________________

Explain your thinking. 

1

?
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?







Description of Item What I Found
Did you make a connection 
or use a benchmark to find 
the item?

What did you use?

Something about 6 cm long

Something that weighs about  
1 kg

Something about 2 m tall

Something that weighs about 
150 g

Something about 9 dm tall

Something about 5 cm wide

Something about 1 m long

Something that is between 
1-2 m long

Something that is greater 
than 3 dm, but less than 5 dm 
long

Something that weighs more 
than 2 kg, but less than 5 kg.

Measurement Scavenger Hunt
Name(s): ___________________________



Day 5 Task

You have been sent to the grocery store to purchase enough food for breakfast, lunch and dinner for a 
family weekend at the cottage. You have $55.00 to spend (and not a nickel more). What are you going 
to buy? How much will it cost? Use your ‘eggcellent’ estimation skills to purchase as much food as 
possible for your hungry family! 



            Item          Quantity    Estimated Cost Actual Cost

Estimated Total: Actual Total:

Grocery List







5/8

1/3

Grade 5 Task for Centre #5



Section   Mathematics   •   Open-Response page 61

9 Mr. Scott plans a class trip for the 30 students in his class. He must pay the following costs per  
student:

• admission: $3.80
• bus: $10.40
• snack: $5.55
• supplies: $7.31

Round the costs to the nearest dollar and use them to estimate the total cost for the 30 students.

Show your work.

The estimated total cost for the 30 students is $ _________ .
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